Econ 266 ‐Spring 2010
 Economics of Crime and Punishment 
Dr. R. Pete Parcells
 3rd Paper Assignment
 Position Paper Due no later than 4pm Tue May 18, 2010 
(Cleo Drop Box or Div I Office)

In two to seven pages, take a position on “gun control” and include in your analysis a discussion of “is the Second Amendment a collective or individual right” and also a discussion of the economic consequences of your position.  
A suggested outline (note this is from paperwork that appears in many public school learning manuals!) is given below.

Section I

Explain the problem and issue. 
State a CLEAR thesis. This is your position. 
All of your facts and quotes will support your thesis.

Section II

Cite evidence.  Facts, quotes, or other supporting evidence. 
Support the thesis stated in section I.
Clarify evidence with quotes and facts.

Section III

Make connections to other subjects. 
Give other view points. 
State the significance of the issue. (Economic analysis might go here.)
Section IV

Suggest a solution to the problem.   Analyze the problem.
State an opinion.  Analyze evidence and consequences.
 "What if?" (Consequences of your position being taken or not.)

Restate the thesis!


Some issues/questions to consider –

· Second Amendment

· Rule of Law 

· Republicanism 

· Federalism 

· Natural Rights 

· What affect does the Second Amendment have on gun control? 

· Would making guns harder to get to reduce crime? 
· Economic Consequences (broadly defined)


Articles that might provide some information to support your position (in addition to the articles listed in the course schedule).
· Entrant-gun law is restored 

· High court to weigh ban on gun ownership 

· Justices could shake up battle over gun rights with ruling in D.C. case 

· Video: Does gun control work?* 

· Guns --  Audio 

· Myth: Gun Control Reduces Crime - (YouTube) 

· John Stossel Links Gun Control to Higher Crime Rates (YouTube) 

· MSNBC Special Edition - Gun Control - (YouTube) 

· Gun Control Debate (VTech Aftermath) - (YouTube) 

· Second Amendment in Danger? (You tube) 

· Governor vetoes weapons measure 

· Supreme Court rejects appeals testing individual right to own arms 

· Arizonans back gun control over ownership, poll finds 

· Nugent: Gun-free zones are recipe for disaster 
· Plate: Let's lay down our right to bear arms 
· Bowling for Columbine - video cartoon 

· CNN "Guns Under Fire" 

· Brazilians vote resounding 'no' to proposed ban on gun sales 
· Court backs conviction of machine-gun owner 

· Hyde offers gun-control compromise - September 22, 1999 

· Bush announces gun crimes initiative in Texas - September 21, 1999 

· Gun control debate shifts to House - May 24, 1999 

· Volatile gun control issue has cooled in House after recess 

· Gun rights boom in Alaska 

· Gun Control Debate


Landmark Case
UNITED STATES v. MILLER, 307 U.S. 174 (1939)
A sawed-off shotgun is illegal to possess. Moved the U.S. government into gun control.

Interest Groups
· Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

· Coalition to Stop Gun Violence
· Gun Owners of America
· Handgun Control, Inc.
· Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership
· Join Together Online
· National Rifle Association
·  Second Amendment Foundation

Other Links 
· Independence Institute links page, Second Amendment section. Links for pro and anti-gun organizations, including foreign groups, national American ones, and state & local
· The Second Amendment On-Line
Be sure to put your name and course number (Econ 266 Spring 2010) on your essay.

